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Reute L,

Sevierville, Tenn.
e, R.L. Mayvles
Gatlinburg, Tennessee

vear bel,

I wus glad to see the recent oress notices of the oropused drama for
Gatlinburg. i was in Cherokee the ether day and talked te Jarret Slythe,
the former chief. ne is in favor of coeeveratien in jeint advertising ef
the two plays as you have propused. He had received a letter from ferait
- Hunter in regard to this matter. 3

Any drama on the early settiement of Teanessee based on Johin Sevier
and the white settlers versus the Indians sheuld pertray [sasc Thomas,
Sevierville's first settler. Thomas was a Virgiania trader tc the Cherokee
en the Little Tennessee River- oerhaos as early as 1760. He was there in
1776 at the outbreak of the Kevoiution when the Cherokee slanned their
attacks. on the first Tennessee settlers on the Watauga and Holston. Haney
ftard, beloved Cherokee weman and faithful friend of the white settlers,
teld Themas of the Indian nlans. Isazc Thomas at the risk ef his life
nanaged to escaps'fren the Indian towns and succeeded in notifying Jehn
Sevier and James Rebertsen of the impenaing attacks. OSc the forsis en
the Vatauga and Holston were made ready for defense, and the Indians
were reosulsed.

Hecauge of his hasty departure from the Indian towns Thomas was forced
to leave behind considerable prooerty, and the Virginia Assembly a shert
time later voted tec cay him 10) neunds sterling for these losses. I have
a phetestatic cooy of this vote.

Later in 1776 2 ferce of 1810 men under Celonel @william Uhristian was
raised in Virginia te march inte the Cherckee ceuntry en the uLittle Tennessee
t9 punish the Indians. Isaac Thomas as the white man most familiar with
the reute of narch over the Indian war fath frem virginia was chesen %o guide
Uolenel uhristian's aray; as a trader he had traveileu this same route many
tines. They crossed the freanch Broad hiver just below Ben Brabsen's house-
this ferd is known as Christian's Ferd er the War Ford. &t the Big Isiand
just abeve the Brabsen place about 1030 Cherokee were camped and they swere
that ne white nen would ever be allowed te cress the irench Broad and go
south of the Big Island. However, white traders with the Indians persuaded
them to retreat, and this {irst white invasion of the Cherskee country
continued until they reached the Cherokee towns. '

Four years latér, in 1780, Isasc Thomas again guided an invasioen iate
the Cherekee country. This time, John Sevier, just returned from victery
sver the British at Aing's Meuntain, led the white forces. They cressed
the ‘rench Broad where Christian had cressed, and met the Indians and
cdefeated them on Beyd's Creek. - This was the beginning of Sevier's illustrieus
career as an Lndian fighter- Hamsey, early Tennessee historian, states
that Sevier met the Indians in battle thirty-six times and defeated them
thirty-six tines.

I de net kuoow the exact date when [saac Thomas settled at Sevierville,
but believe it was seen after 1783- the date Ramsey says the first white
settlers came seuth of the Irench Bread. I have some oroof that his eldest
son, Isaac Thomas Jr., was born here in 178li. The Themss home was where



the railread station is lecated. His heuse served as a fort, tavern and
the first Sevier County ceurt met there in 17%L and the site in the feorks
of Little rigevn for the tewn of Sevierville was selected there in 1795.
Isaac Thomas owned over 907 acres in the Sevierville vicinity- this was
ever twice the amount of land owned by ether early Sevierville settlers,
L have photestatic cepies of the Tennessee grants and plats fer this land
issued to Thomas in 1808. He ooerated a mill en the West fork near the
raiircad bridge. :

Isaac Themas diea in 1813, but his burial place is unknown. He left
a will which was destroyed when the Sevier County ceurt house burned in
1856, but a Texas descendant preserved a cepy of this will which I have in
my pessessien. He had four sens and feur daughters- I have family data
en all of these. Lescendants still live here. The ¥iynn brothers are g.g.
grandsons.

Hamsey states that Themas was a "near-giant" in size. 7hil Wynn and
I have about decided that he was illiterate, because he made his & in
signing his name. I have a recommendation made by Tennessee cengressmen in
1873 te President Jeffersen asking that Isaae Thomas, as the most expert
woousmen of these parts, be selected te mark out a read through the wilierness
inte Georgia. 1

I would net attemot te advise a dramatist of Kemnit Hunter's stature
in the techniques of writing a play, but I knew of ne mere romantic and
picturesque character sn eur Tennessee frontier than Isaac Thomas and [
do not think a Tennessee drama of this periea weuld be cenplete witheut
nim. :

Sincerely vours,

Jd.A, Sharp



L. R, Application for Membershio
Texas, Uallas- Jane Louglas Chater

krs. mdrthﬂ Knight Adams, Wife of Charles Davis Adams, 723 Skillman St.,
dallas, Texas

vescencant of Isaae Thomas

Aoplication received by National Society- Peb. 3, 1928
" asroroved " o June 21, 1728

Isaac Thomas born in Va. on day of 1735
died at Sevierville, Tennessse on the 30 day of Uct. 1818
?lace of residence during Revolution was Tennessee and North Carclina.

lrs. Adams born in Uallas County of Dallas State of Texas A
She dau. of Cabriel Andrew Knlghtp b. July 10, 13L2 d. Feb. 6, 191l and wife
Hannsh Eliza Jenkins b. Aor. 20, 18L3 d. Uct. 13, 1920 m. 9/8/1869.

Said Hannah Eliza Jenkins was child of William Jenkins, b. Jan. 16, 1813
d. Nov. 6, 1871 and his wife, Caythia Adaline Thomas b. July 20, 1817,
d. Sept. 26, 1904 m. 1Q/8/]839. :

Said Cnythia Adaline Thomas was child of John Thomas, b. Jan. 2, 179h,
d. Apr. 11, 1875 and his wife, Harmah Andes b. Oct. 7, 1795, d. June 20,.
1872, m. 12/22/1815.

Said John Thomas was child of Isaac Thomas b. 1735 d. vct. 30, 1818 and
wife Llizabeth ilassengale b. 8,

References: Biograohical History of Dallas County, Texas, p. 995

Rear Guard of Hevolution, J.R. Gilmore (Edmund Kirke) p. 82

Copy of Isaac Thomas® Will filed with memorial address in

Genealogy foom Contirental Memorial Hall, Washington, u.C.

Record of death of Isasc Thomas found in John Thomas' family Bible now
in possession of William M, Cochran, a descendant. '

A11 records of births marriages and deaths found in family Bibles.

Said Isaac Thomas assisted in Revolution in capacity of soldier, Indian
trader and scout. i ‘

[S£4C THUMAS, fur trader and friend of Indians, was first settler of Sevier
County, Tenn. #iith Capt. John Stuart, was sole survivor of Fit. Loudoun
massacre; their lives saved because of Indian's friendship. His early

services to infant settlement in Wautauga Valley were: Saved life of James
Robertson, their leader, in Cherckee Uprising; carried warning (July 1776) £
from Inddan Princess, Nancy Ward, to Capt. Robertson and garrison at Wautauga;
asgisted in defenes furing twenty day seiege-- saved lives of zany women

and children; acted as guide to Col. Christain a in attack on Cherokees led
‘by Uconostata head man of tribe on the Tellico, Aug. 1776; guided Col. Sevier
to too of Klingman's Uome to soy out Indian Villages; also saii to have
guided Bol. Sevier at King's Mountain. Luring the Bevolution Isaac Thomas
served in both Va. and N.C. His services to white settlers, by apprising
them of Indian deoredations, appreciated by State and contemporaries is seen
by a perusal of the minutes of Virginia Assembly given in Jourial of House

of Delegates. In General Assembly held at Williamsburg Dec. 18, 1776,
resolutions relative to services rendered his country read and olaced on
table, commending his courage and bravery and recommending reward add satis-



factory settlement of his losses.

Entry, Jonnnal of House of Uelegates, dated June 2, 1777, shows petition of
Isaac Thomas oraying for renaration of losses endured in Cherokee Indian
War: ordered referred to Comm ttte of Propistions and Grievances, and report
made with opinion to the House. Records at Nashville show land granted for
Revolutionary servies received by Isaac Thomas. In reference to photograph
enclosed-~ The L.A.R. of Chattancoga, Tennessee, Nancy Ward Chpoter has
erected a monument to his memury e ar the site of his original home,
Sevierville, Tenn. On front of marker the inscriotion hereon photographed i
is placed. The aduress given at the dedication of this monument on Nov. 21,
1926, is placed in the Genealogy Room of Continental Hall, Washington, 4.C.
At organization of Sevier Co., 179L, first court was held at Isaac Thomas'
home. ' : -

Rear Guard of the Revolution by J.R. Gilmore (Edmund Kirke)- Vol. 1, o. 80,
118, 125, 126. -

Restward Movement by Justin Winasor, Vol. i, p. 92.

0ld Tales Retold by Uctavia Z. Bond. p. 53, 63. Ramseys Annals.

Journal of House of Lelegates, Virginia Assembly Entries dated Uec. 18, 1776
June 2, 1777.

Records at Nashville, Tenn., showing land grant for Bevolutionary Serviiees.
A1l this information recorded in Cenealogy Room Continental Memorial Hall

Children of Buvolutiohary Ancestor

kilis Thomas Bt
Isaac Thomas Jr. b. 3/2/1790 m. Blizabeth Ann West

John Thomas b. 1/2L/1794L m. Hannah Andes

Henry Thomas m. Sarah Perclee (Borter)
Lennis Thomas : - Robert

Lucretia Thomas m. Mr. Ware

Elsie Thomas : b. L4/15/1738 m. Jonathan Eppler

Betsy Thomas m., Mr. Porter

Polly Timothy

(#donted Step Daughter) m. Mpr. Samuel Dauthil
vove | m. - &llis

Massangale Gen. 17L-173-2L2-2L7-2L8-2L9-250-26)-253-25L-268



